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It would probably not surprise you that as the Head of School, I think Isaac Newton 
Christian Academy is an excellent Christian school.  I don’t think it would surprise you 
either to hear that our teachers think Isaac Newton is an excellent school.  But it is really 
nice when an outside, independent organization says that Isaac Newton Christian 
Academy is an excellent Christian school!   
 
Our school is accredited with the Iowa Department of Education and with the 
Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI).  We had our ACSI accreditation on-
site visit in March.  A team of Christian education professionals from around the 
Midwest came to our campus and stayed for 4-days.  They inspected everything.  They 
interviewed lots of people.  They looked at lots of documents.  They asked lots of 
questions.  They then wrote a report about their visit that was 61-pages long.   
 
The school was measured in 88 quality indicators.  The goal of a school is to be marked 
as “compliant” in as many of those 88 indicators as possible.  But when an inspection 
team sees that a school is meeting an indicator at such a high level that the school is an 
example for other Christian schools, they can mark a school as “exceeding compliance.”  
Our school was marked “compliant” in 51 of the 88 indicators, and marked as 
“exceeding compliance” in 36 of those indicators.  That is an OUTSTANDING score, and it 
is very rare for a school to score that highly.   
 
And if you are doing the math, you might notice that this leaves one indicator that 
wasn’t covered.  We were marked “partially compliant” in ONE indicator.  It was 
indicator 5.17.  By the way I just recited that number, you might think someone has 
committed that number to memory.  Indicator 5.17 is an evaluation of the school’s 
technology plan.  It is NOT an evaluation of the use of technology in instruction, or the 
use of technology by students in the educational process, or the use of technology to 
improve instruction, or even the use of technology to communicate with school 
stakeholders.  We scored well in all of those categories.  Indicator 5.17 is an evaluation 
of the school’s technology PLAN.  We were marked as partially compliant because, 
according to the rubric that is used, our technology plan didn’t include an inventory of 
every computer in the building.  The visiting team mentioned that they saw our 
inventory list, and that the inventory list met the standard, but it hadn’t been copied 
and pasted into the technology PLAN.  And rules are rules, and I am not bitter.  So now, 
we have 5 years to correct the problem.  I think we can manage that. It was a fantastic 
report of the level of excellence at the school.  I am very proud. 
 
Here are some quotes from the accreditation report that I think are worth highlighting. 
 



“The Isaac Newton Christian Academy curriculum is challenging, coherent, relevant, and 
purposely designed to meet the academic, social, emotional, and spiritual development 
of the students in a variety of ways.” 
 
“Isaac Newton Christian Academy has attracted and maintained a high-caliber staff, 
instructional faculty, and coaching staff who collaboratively advance the mission of the 
school.” 
 
“Students and parents consistently reported that the teachers are the best thing about 
Isaac Newton Christian Academy.  Parents express confidence in the care for and 
instruction of their children by the school’s teachers and support staff.” 
 
“The school has a well-established, biblically-centered foundation that is evident in its 
thoroughly documented philosophical statements, guiding policies, and long-range 
strategic plans.” 
 
“The school has established a tremendous biblical worldview integration approach to 
education that is distinctive of their programs.  The impact of consistent instruction in 
this area is evident in their student body.  It is directly observed in the classroom, and 
stories are told of the way Isaac Newton students are challenging the worldviews they 
encounter.” 
 
This is an exciting time in the history of the school.  Isaac Newton Christian Academy is 
doing so many new things for the first time. 
 
We’ve had our first 

 freshman class, followed by our first sophomore class, followed by our first junior 
class.  Next year we will have our first senior class. 

 STEM classes for students of all grade levels 

 makerspace activities in the Media Center for elementary students 

 college tour for high school students.  Our junior class took a trip through 
Missouri, Arkansas and Texas to look at potential Christian colleges. 

 National Honor Society induction. 

 Proctored our first PSAT, SAT and ACT tests, right at our school. 

 Our first student to earn a 35 on the ACT (the 99th percentile) 

 We have arranged for athletic co-ops so that our junior high and high school 
students can play almost any sport in which they are interested. 
 

 We have a Fine Arts committee that is working to expand the fine arts offerings in 
which our students can participate.  Our school now has an active drama club that 
regularly puts on performances at the school, and has a big performance later this 
month. 
 



 Our students continue to score exceptionally well on the Iowa Assessments.  
These scores show that our students are receiving an excellent education.  But 
our spiritual assessments also show us that they are maturing disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

 
So, what is next for Isaac Newton Christian Academy? 
 
Next year will be our 30th year in operation.  We plan to celebrate that.  30 years!  Some 
of you in this room were part of the planning of this school MORE than 30 years ago.  
Thank you for the path you laid out for this school all those years ago.  Thank you for the 
foundations that you laid, upon which we stand today. 
 
Next year we will have our first high school graduating class—the Class of 2020.  This 
means that we will have our first high school graduation ceremony.  THAT is something 
to celebrate.  It is a joy to get to plan for such things. 
 
We have also stepped into a new era in the school.  We have progressed with excellence 
in Christian education to the point that the school that began in 1989 is now in a 
position to LEAD in Christian education.  We are increasingly receiving opportunities to 
educate and coach other Christian schools.  Our teachers are asked to teach seminars so 
others can learn from them.  We are asked to lead webinars for the leaders of other 
Christian schools.  In October, our school will be hosting a professional development 
forum for Christian school teachers in the Midwest called “Innovate.” 

 
Here are two more quotes from the accreditation report we just received that speak 
about this new era of innovation.   
 
“Isaac Newton Christian Academy is leading the way in researching and developing 
spiritual formation assessment tools.” 
 
“Within the Christian school movement, Isaac Newton Christian Academy is viewed as a 
school that is leading the way in the effective implementation of biblically integrated 
instruction and thorough assessment of the spiritual formation of students.” 
 
There are amazing things happening at Isaac Newton Christian Academy.  The most 
amazing of them is that students are becoming more like Jesus every day. 
 
We echo the psalmist in Psalm 118 when he says, “The Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes.” 
 
And as it says right above the doors as you walk into the school, “To God be the glory!” 


