Mr. Dean Ridder is Head of School. He also serves as the Vice Chair of the
MidAmerica Regional Accreditation Commission for the Association of Christian
Schools International (ACSI) and as the representative for the State of lowa on the
ACSI MidAmerica Regional Council.

Mr. Ridder has a Master's Degree in Educational Leadership and continuing education
in the areas of theology and biblical worldview integration. He began his career in
Christian education as a middle school teacher in suburban Chicago. Following ten
years of teaching, Mr. Ridder left the classroom to serve as a Christian school
administrator. He served as an assistant principal in suburban Chicago, and as a
principal in central lllinois before accepting his position with the Academy.

Growing up in suburban Chicago, Mr. Ridder attended Christian schools as a student
from preschool through 12th grade.

Mr. Ridder and his wife, Jolene, have three children, two boys and a girl.



